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“Welcome October 29” was 

attended by about 75 people.  If 

you had not reutrned as yet to AZ 

we look forward to seeing you at 

the future concerts and socials.  

Thank you to Lucienne Arnold and 

her team for planning and facilitatiing this event.  It 

is a lot of work moving tables, washing table cloths 

and wine glasses, buying wine and making 

desserts and then cleaning afterwards.  Thank you 

to all attendees for the delicious appetizers.  Thank 

you to Carol Cunningham, Charlotte Martin and 

Deb Cleary Beatty for the silent auction and raffle.  

Raffled items are contributed by artists from the 

Arts Festival, collected, catalogued, stored and 

displayed by Carol Cunningham.  Enjoy your 

winnings.  Special thanks go to Ray Cunningham 

for his guitar performance.  

By the time this reaches you the benefit 

performance in Superior will have occurred.  We 

thank the town of Superior businesses and schools.  

Gay Dybwad and Joy Bliss, and Jack Kukuk, Roy 

Fuerherm, John Nuss and team for this event. 

We have hosts for all performance socials except 

January 12.  If you would like to volunteer please 

let me or Lucienne Arnold know.  Her hospitality 

team coordinates the set up and clean up of our 

socials.  If we do not have a volunteer host then we 

will not be able to have a social after the January 

12 performance. (continued p4) 

Upcoming Arts Council Events 

Nov 17, 2023 Mirari Brass Quintet 

Dec 3, 2023 The Four Freshmen (Sunday Event) 

Jan 12, 2024 The Hutchins Consort 

Feb 9, 2024 Mariachi Garibaldi De Jaime Cuellar   

Dancers 

Mar 8, 2024 Quarteto Nuevo 

Mar 22, 2024 Barbara Padilla 

WHAT’S IN THIS ISSUE 

• From the President 

• Smeaton Recognition 

• Art Supplies for Four Peaks 
Elem 

• Remember to pay your annual 
dues 

• Superior,AZ Mariachi Concert 

• Welcome  Back/Season 
Opener 

• Volunteers Needed (Arts 
Festival) 

• 2023-2024 GCAC Canyon 
Sounds 

• GCAC Supporters 

From the President 

GCAC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Pam Ingram, President 
Carole Lindemann, Vice President 
David Thomas, Secretary 
Roy Fuerherm, Treasurer 
Chuck Cuffaro, Director 
John Nuss, Director 
Sheri Farabaugh-Director  
Maurice McCormick-Director 
Ray Cunningham, Director 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

Dr. Jack Kukuk 

NEWSLETTER 
Terry Storbakken 
 
           MAILING ADDRESS 
5301 S. Superstition Mtn Dr 
Ste 104, #183 
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118 
 

Ticket Sales Locations (3) 
1-Robin Rotella Team Office 
6641 S. Kings Ranch Rd, #1 
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118 
 
2-Apache Junction Chamber of 
Commerce 
567 Apache Trail (Apache Junction) 
 

3-www.GoldCanyonArts.org (web site) 
 
GoldCanyonArtsCouncil@gmail.com 

http://www.goldcanyonarts.org/
mailto:GoldCanyonArtsCouncil@gmail.com
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Smeaton Recognition 
(Submitted by Chuck Cuffaro) 

 

Don and Betty Smeaton Receive 2023 Outstanding Service Award 
 

 

At our 2023 Welcome Back event, the 

2nd annual Outstanding Service Award 

for exceptional volunteerism was given 

to Don and Betty Smeaton. 

Unfortunately, Don and Betty could not 

be present as they permanently returned 

to their Fort Collins, Colorado home 

earlier this year.  

However, while Chuck and Judy Cuffaro visited family in Colorado this Summer, 

they also visited the Smeatons in Fort Collins and surprised them with the award. 

A picture of Don and Betty proudly holding the award on their backyard deck is 

attached. 

Following are the Smeaton’s accomplishments throughout their GCAC 

membership: 

• Canyon Sounds poster delivery for 15 years to Kings Ranch Rd. businesses. 

• Don served a 3-year term as Board Director, Vice President, and Secretary. 

• Don was concert “Front of the House” manager for several years. 

• At our festivals, Don led erection and take down of the stage and seating 

• The Smeatons recruited ticket sales volunteers for the 2021-2022 season 

• During 2022-23, Don and Betty displayed our concert marketing board, 

interacted with patrons, and helped at Will Call.  

GCAC could not have asked for more generous volunteers than the Smeatons!  
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Art Supplies for Four Peaks 

 The Arts Council discovered 
that Four Peaks Elementary 
was reinstating their art 
program, but the teacher 
Marina Rensulli had very 
limited supplies.  The Arts 
Board voted to contribute 
$2,000 to purchase the 
needed materials.  Kathy 
Mitchell, Chair of our Leland 
Wilson School Arts Program  
 

Carole (Left), Marina (Ctr), Kathy (Right) 
 
went shopping with Marina which turned out to be a fun day (who does not 
like to spend others’ money).  The picture above was taken at the Apache 
Junction School Board meeting where our “symbolic” check was presented 
to Marina.  During the presentation, Carole Lindemann described the 
Leland Wilson Program and shared the following: 
 

• 2012-2016-School art projects consisted of having students work on a project to 

be submitted to the arts council for selecting best student art work from 

participating schools.  Art supplies were awarded. 

• 2017-First Artist in Residence Project-Contour Drawing with pen and ink, 

AJHS, Pauline Conn, artist 

• 2018-Cactus Canyon Jr HS, Watercolor and Ink, artist Vanessa Ortiz 

• 2019-Cactus Canyon Jr HS, Gourd Art, artist Diane Haugen 

• 2019-Desert Vista Elem School, Puppet art, artist Dr. Mary Stokrocki 

• 2020-Cactus Canyon Jr HS, Ceramics, artist Kimmberly Lone 

• 2021-During Covid, donation of art supplies for AJHS and Cactus Canyon 

• 2022-Cactus Canyon Jr HS, Weaving, artists Dr. Mary Stokrocki, Kathy Mitchell 

• 2023-Cactus Canyon Jr HS, Mixed Media Collage, artist Gail McFarland 

• 2023-Four Peaks Elem Sch, donation of art supplies 
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Annual Membership Time!! 

Please remember to pay your 2023-2024 membership .   We appreciate 

your continued membership. 

 

(From The President-continued from p1) 

Besides the concert dates which can be found on our website please mark 

your calendars for March 3 for our annual meeting.  New members of the 

Board and the budget are approved at this meeting.  If you are interested in 

being on the Board of the Gold Canyon Arts Council we welcome you.  We 

meet once a month at the Mission Center September or August thru April 

or May.  We need new voices and energy.  Please consider this volunteer 

opportunity.  We do have a new Board member: Sheri Farabaugh will 

complete Ed Butler’s term.  We thank Ed Butler for his years of service to 

the Arts Council and Board and we thank Sheri for accepting this 

appointment to serve. 

Deb Cleary-Beatty is our new front of the house chair along with Julie 

Burzlaff.  She may be contacting you to usher or take tickets or collect food 

for the food bank.  Please say yes. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Nov 17 performance and the social 

after at Judy and Gary Duehlings. 

Please have a Thanksgiving of gratitude from us for your involvement and 

support of Gold Canyon Arts. 
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Mariachi Concert-Superior 

(Submitted by Jack Kukuk) 

   

Stage w/ Mariachi Pasion           Mariachi Pason w/Superior Mayor Mila Besich 
 

 The Mariachi Pasion concert in 
Superior on 11/2 was a great success, 
with nearly 150 people attending this 
very colorful, celebrative event on the 
eve of Dia de los Muertos (Day of the 
Dead).  Mayor Mila Besich and 
Chamber of Commerce President, Rick 
Cartier were very gracious in 
welcoming the Arts Council to Superior 
and thanking us for the concert.   

 
The GCAC Board authorized the presentation of the concert to thank the 
many advertisers in Superior for supporting our concerts and school 
residences. 
 
For your calendar:  Tickets are available for the February 9, 2024 
Mariachi Garibaldi de Jaime Cuellar &L Dancers performance as part of 
the 2023-2024 Canyon Sounds Performance Series. 
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Welcome Back Season Opener 
 

Lots of GCAC members, new members and friends enjoyed a great time 
with food, fellowship and drinks Sunday, Oct 29 at MountainBrook’s 
Superstition Center.    We look forward to a great 2023-2024 season. 
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Volunteer Help Needed-Fall Festival 
(Submitted by Carole Lindemann) 

The 23rd annual arts Festival is scheduled for Saturday, January 27, 2024.  Once again 

it will be held on the grounds of the United Methodist Church.  It is always an amazing 

day with the beautiful art creations, live musical performances and food trucks. 

This is also the time when I turn to our membership to volunteer 2 hours of your 

time to ensure the day is the success ALL have come to expect. 

So………. 

Gate Greeters:  We have three gates:  each requires two persons for a two-hour shift.  

The shifts are:  8:30, 10:30, 12:30, and 2:30.  The last shift is shorter but assisting with 

take down & cleanup is appreciated.  Gate Greeters welcome folks to the festival and 

hand out our Festival Program. 

Hospitality:  Again, two persons for a two-hour shift with the times the same as the 

Gate Greeters.  These folks help to pick up the contributions that the artists give to our 

Education Programs and are available to ‘booth sit’ (no selling), so artists can use the 

rest room or get something to eat. 

Early-Bird Parking Crew:  We need 6 persons to staff our three (3) entrances to the 

festival from 6:00 am-8:30am.  This is to direct artists to their unloading area. 

Friday Set-Up:  On Friday afternoon we mark the artist spaces, cordon off handicap 

parking area, partially set up Arts Council tents & tables, etc. 

Donut Pickup:  We offer coffee and donuts to the artists and the early morning 

workers.  This involves a run to Bashas’ to pick up our order & deliver back to the 

church on Saturday.  This person also gets first pick of their donut! 

PLEASE SEND YOUR DESIRED TIMES TO: 

Gate Greeters—Carole Lindemann 480-296-6502 

HOSPITALITY—Deb Clearly Beatty  602-750-5601 

EARLY-BIRD PARKING CREW- Maurice McCormick  701-371-6010 

FRIDAY SET-UP & DONUTS-Carole Lindemann  480-296-6502 or 

carbill5@mchsi.com 
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2023-2024 Canyon Sounds Performers 
 MIRARI BRASS QUINTET 
Friday, November 17, 2023 
 
Mirari Brass Quintet is one of the country’s finest 
Brass ensembles.  Their repertoire is wonderfully 
eclectic and engaging.  The Mirai Brass Quintet 
brings a spirit of joyful collaboration and innovation to 
music spanning many centuries and genres.  Mirari 
has performed extensively across the United States, 
forging connections with audiences through lively 
and polished performances. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE FOUR FRESHMEN 
Sunday, December 3, 2023 
 
The Four Freshmen are America’s most enduring 
vocal groups.  From the moment they step on stage 
they will get your heart pounding and your feet 
moving.  In this special “Snowfall” Concert you will 
rejoice in such very special Freshmen Holiday 
Classics as “A Winter Wonderland”, “I’ll Be Home 
For Christmas”, “I’m Dreaming of a White 
Christmas”, I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus”, “O 

Holy Night”, and many more of your favorite holiday songs. 
 
NOTE:  Want a preview of our performers for the 2023-2024 season?  To get a feel for 
these performers please refer to their websites shown below: 
Marari Brass Quartet Preview 
The Four Freshmen Preview 
The Hutchins Consort  
Mariachi Garibaldi de Jamie Cuellar & Dancers Preview 
Quarteto Nuevo Preview 
Barbara Padilla Preview 
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 THE HUTCHINS CONSORT 
Friday, January 12, 2024 
 
The Hutchins Consort plays on the eight scaled violins of 
the violin octet designed and built by famed Iuthier Dr. 
Carleen Hutchins.  The instruments are the first successful 
attempt to create an acoustically balanced set of 
instruments that can sound truly like violins across the 
entire notes of written music.  The Consort’s musicians are 
among the finest in the Los Angeles area. 
 
 
 
 

 
 MARIACHI GARIBALDI DE JAIME CUELLAR & DANCERS 
Friday, February 9, 2024 
 
Mariachi Garibaldi De Jaime Cuellar & Dancers are master 
Musicians and Grammy Award-Winners with a 26-year history 
of shows that delight audiences throughout the U.S. and 
Mexico.  The ensemble tours its own show, while also 
collaborating with a Who’s Who of Mexican artists.  They also 
tour with Ballet folklorico de Los Angeles, with whom their 
2017 production of “Tale as old as Time” from Disney’s Beauty 
and the Beast” went viral with over 16 million views! 
 
 
 
 

 
 QUARTETO NUEVO 
Friday, March 8, 2024 
 
Quarteto Nuevo merges western classical, eastern 
European folk, Latin and jazz with an organic feel that 
packs a wallop!  Their diverse programs can be 
tailored to fit anywhere, from an intimate chamber 
music venue to a large outdoor festival. Known for 
engaging outreach programs that include pop-up 

concerts in community venues, Quarteto’s master musicians create emotionally charged 
soundscapes with instruments and sensibilities that represent very differ world cultures. 
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BARBARA PADILLA 
Friday, March 22, 2024 
 
Barbara Padilla is an exceptional classical-crossover singer, cancer 
survivor, and motivational speaker.  Originally from Guadalajara, 
Jalisco, Mexico, she was first runner up on America’s Got Talent and 
has since performed with some of the greatest names in the industry.  
Join Barbara at her performance to enjoy one of the greatest voices of 
our time!  She will be appearing with some very special musicians in a 
show especially designed for our audience. 
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Please Patronize our ’23-24 Support Team and Sponsors! 

 
Abe W. Dye—Edward Jones   480-983-7932  www.edwardjones.com 
AJ Chamber of Commerce  480-982-3141  www.ajchamber.com  
Apache Junction Tires & Service 480-982-8489  www.ajtiresandservice@yahoo.com 
Arizona Commission of the Arts 602-771-6501  http://azarts.gov 
Bella’s: A Marketplace & Café, Superior 203-297-1182  www.BellasMarketplaceAndCafe.com 
Best Western Gold Canyon Inn & Suites 480-671-6000  www.goldcanyoninn.com 
Boyce Thompson Arboretum, Superior 520-689-4567  www.btarboretum.org  
Bruzzi Vineyard, Superior & Young 928-462-3314  www.BruzziVineyard.com  
Café Mix2, Apache Junction  602-571-4508  www.OrderGreekCafeMix.com  
Caring Critters Animal Hospital, AJ 480-671-7387  www.critterdoctors.com  
Centerstage Church/Zao Theater 480-924-5122  www.centerstagechurch.org  
Cholewka Law, Gilbert  480-497-3700  www.gilbertlawoffice.com  
DeMarco Pizza, Subs, & More, Superior 520-689-0159  www.menuism.com  
Farmers Insurance—Nicole Ray 480-636-6848  www.agents.farmers.com/az/goldcanyon/nichole-ray  
Felecia’s Ice Cream Shop, Superior 520-827-1427  FB: Felicia’sIceCreamShop 
First American Title   480-288-0883  www.ThinkFirstAmerican.com 
Flaire! Fashions & Fun  480-532-3460  FB:  FlairFashionandFun     
Gold Canyon Golf Resort & Spa 480-982-9090  www.gcgr.com                                                    
Gold Canyon Dentistry  480-288-1800  www.goldcanyondentistry.com  
Gold Canyon Eye Center  480-474-2020  www.goldcanyoneyecenter.com 
Gold Canyon Hearing  480-983-4000  www.goldcanyonhearing.com 
Gold Canyon Motor Works  480-288-8030  None 
Gold Canyon United Methodist Church 480-982-3776  www.goldcanyonumc.org 
Gold Stallion (Restaurant & Sports Bar) 480-935-1998  www.goldstallionaz.com 
Hacker’s Grill, Apache Junction 480-671-9933  FB:  Hacker’s Grill                                                     
Handlebar Pub & Grill, Apache Junction 480-982-2091  FB:  The-Handlebar-Pub-and-Grill    
Jen’s Gourmet Goodies  480-823-4786  www.jensgourmetgoodies.com 
Judy Holder Insurance, Apache Junction 480-982-0273  www.jhins.net  
Just Selling AZ   480-209-6226  www.Justsellingaz.com  
Lori Blank & Associates  480-983-8383  www.loriblank.com  
Los Gringos Locos, Apache Junction 480-288-5626  www.LosGringosLocosAJ.com  
Mansur Design Co. – Jessie Mansur, AJ 602-565-4945  www.mansurdesign.com  
National Endowment for the Arts 202-682-5400  http://arts.gov 
Old West Iron Art, Apache Junction 480-982-2900  www.oldwestironart.com     
Prospector (Cafe)–Mountain Brook Golf    480-671-1013  www.mountainbrookgolf.com  
Razzle Dazzle Flowers& Gifts, Mesa 480-983-0802  www.razzledazzleflowers.com  
Red Mountain Flooring, Apache Junction480-380-3211  www.redmountaincarpet.com 
Robin Rotella Team   480-923-6558  www.rotellateam.com  
Robinson Golf Car and Supply 480-983-1234  www.robinsongolfcarsupplyaz.com 
Rodeo Lounge   480-343-5435  FB:  Rodeo Lounge    
Rosati’s Pizza   480-983-7400  www.myrosatis.com 
Save Money Market, Superior  520-689-2265  www.savemoneymeats.com 
Southwest Fitness 24/7  480-982-0604  www.southwestfitness247.com    
Superior Chamber of Commerce 602-625-3151  www.superiorarizonachamber.org  
Superstition Express Laundry, AJ 602-692-7652  www.SuperstitionExpressLaundry.com 
The UPS Store   480-474-9838  www.theupsstore.com/3750 
Tressa’s Hair Designs  480-288-6318  www.tressashairdesign.com 
Western States Art Federation  303-629-1166  www.westaf.org 
Willis Painting   480-983-5812  www.willispaintingaz.com  
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